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Miscommunication leads to forklift driver death

By SAEED AHMED
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution
Published on: 10/04/07

A miscommunication between workers at a Cobb County warehouse led to the accidental death of a forklift truck
driver Thursday morning, police said.

Shannon Lee Giriffith, 32, of Dallas was loading a semitrailer truck at the Atlanta Bonded Warehouse on Cobb
Industrial Boulevard when the truck driver pulled away from the dock, police said.

RELATED LINK: The driver had been told to move the trailer because he apparently was at the
* More Cobb news wrong door, Kennesaw police Officer Scott Luther said. Not knowing that

Griffith was still loading, the driver pulled forward while half of Griffith's forklift
was on the dock plate and the other half was on the truck.

The forklift fell about three or four feet to the ground, pinning Griffith against a wall, Luther said. That's how police
found him when they were called to the scene shortly before 9 a.m.

The victim died of severe head trauma, police said.

Luther did not know what Griffith was loading at the time of the accident, but the company's Web site lists it as a
storage and handling facility for confectionaries.

Griffith had worked at the company for about 12 years and had recently divorced, and he spent his free time
doting on his 7-year-old son, the man's younger brother said Thursday night.

"He's doing OK," Justin Griffith said with a sigh when asked how his young nephew was holding up. "He's a little
distant."

More on ajc.com
Camp guards acquitted in death
Mexican man arrested in mutilation killing
Two shootings were justified, say DeKalb police
Police: Columbia Univ. refuses to turn over noose video

FBI Seizes Files in Mount Vernon, NY

Sponsored Links

WEATHER | TRAFFIC | THE VENT | LOTTERY | PUZZLES

@ asccom O ARCHIVES () YELLOW PAGES
SEARCH

PERSONALIZE WITH MYAJC.COM | GET MOBILE ACCESS

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/cobb/stories/2007/10/04/forklift_1005_web.html  12/10/2007



Miscommunication leads to forklift driver death | ajc.com###

AARP Auto Ins Quotes
Over 50?7 Save $385 On Auto Ins With The

Hartford. Free No Hassle Quote
AARP.TheHartford.com

House Payments Fall Again
Compare Refinance Rates in Georgia! $180, 000

Mortgage for $999/Mo.
www.LowerMyBills.com/Georgia

Cash For Your Settlement
Don’t Wait For Periodic Payments, Get Your

Payment In One Lump Sum!
www.jgwentworth.com

Buy a link here

Page 2 of 3
featured advertisers
check out other local advertisers?
B_rowse Women's Sandals here — Quick Picks

12/10/2007

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/cobb/stories/2007/10/04/forklift_1005_web.html



Miscommunication leads to forklift driver death | ajc.com### Page 3 of 3

Nation/World | Metro | Sports | Entertainment | Living | Travel | Business | Obituaries | Opinion | Health | Site map

© 2007 The Atlanta Journal-Constitution | Customer care | Advertise with us | Visitor agreement | Privacy statement |
Permissions | Our partners | Filiicil

http://www.ajc.com/metro/content/metro/cobb/stories/2007/10/04/forklift_1005_web.html  12/10/2007



